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ABOUT THIS EXPEDITION
Antarctica is miraculous; a continent of stark and beautiful desolation. For Nature photographers, 
Antarctica is without doubt the gold standard against which all other photography destinations are 
measured. Nowhere else on earth offers such incredible landscape and wildlife in such a pristine and 
remote environment. The Weddell Sea is perhaps one of the least visited and wildest areas in Antarctica 
and on this expedition we will explore and photograph this remote, wild and rarely visited area. 

We will sail across the Bransfield Strait to an Antarctic Sound dawn, where monolothic tabular 
icebergs catch the first side-light of sunrise as they ride currents from the Weddell Sea. On the east 
side of the peninsula we plan to travel as deep as the ship can reasonably go through the sea ice into 
the Weddell Sea. The Peninsula’s wild side, welcomes us with a strange, ice-free landscape hiding 
renowned fossil beds and vast penguin colonies. In the Weddell Sea, just off the northern tip of the 
peninsula, lies Paulet Island, a conical volcano with a huge Adelie penguin colony that, in some areas, 
rises several hundred feet from the island’s periphery to its lower slopes. Penguin-covered icebergs 
drift in the currents, set against towering glacial ice cliffs and mountains. We hope to explore Prince 
Gustav Channel and fossil-rich Seymour Island. We will also explore the west coast which offers 
glaciated peaks rising from a maze of islands and waterways alive with seals, penguins and whales. 

At the conclusion of the expedition we will sail back across the Drake Passage to Ushuaia.

EXPEDITION FACTS

Dates: 09-02-2016 to 20-02-2016 
Duration: 12 day Expedition 
Start: Punta Arenas, Chile fly to Puerto Williams
Finish: Ushuaia, Argentina

EXPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS

• Gigantic tabular icebergs in the wild Weddell Sea
• Vast Adélie and gentoo penguin colonies
• Antarctic Wildlife and Landscape Photography
• Midnight Sun light for Photography
• Giant glaciers, Mountains and Snow Fields
• Ice Hardened, Expedition Class Ship ‘Polar Pioneer’



ITINERARY 
12 Day Voyage - Fenruary 6th - February 20th 2016

The itinerary includes the flight from Punta Arenas to Puerto Williams at the beginning 
of the voyage with a short tour of the town. Please contact us for a detailed itinerary.

Day 1 - Fly from Punta Arenas to Puerto Williams, enjoy a tour of the scenic port before 
being warmly welcomed aboard Polar Pioneer. We’ll have introductory and safety 
briefings before our evening’s cruise down the Beagle Channel.

Days 2 & 3 - Ease into shipboard life as we cross the Drake Passage. We commence our 
photography and nature lectures. The outer decks and flying bridge provide excellent space to 
see and photograph wildlife.

Day 4 - Access to the Weddell Sea is totally ice-dependent. Calved from massive ice shelves, the 
gigantic tabular icebergs of Antarctic Sound create incredbile photography opportunities. We 
thread our way through waters alive with penguins against a backdrop of breathtaking volcanic 
scenery. We will spend as much time as possible photographing the incredible tabular icebergs.

Days 5 & 6 - Weather systems and shifting pack ice dictate our schedule. We may visit the vast 
Adélie and gentoo penguin colonies of Brown Bluff or Paulet Island and fossil-rich Seymour 
Island. We may hike to spectacular vantage points on Beak and Devil islands. We may even reach 
the islands of Prince Gustav Channel. Wherever we go, wildlife, Heroic Age relics and haunting 
landscapes await our cameras.

Days 7, 8 & 9 - We head for the Peninsula’s beautiful western flanks to make full use of the late 
summer daylight hours. Wildlife stops on offshore islands, and Zodiac cruising amidst bergs, 
penguins, seals and whales. 

Days 10 & 11 - Petrels, prions and albatross accompany us across the Drake Passage. Final 
talks help polish our Antarctic education before making a ceremonial rounding of Cape 
Horn, time and weather permitting. We gather for a celebratory dinner as we enter the 
Beagle Channel.

Day 12 - A pre-dawn sail along the Beagle Channel and an early breakfast prepare 
us to dock in Ushuaia. There’s time for final photos and to say our farewells before 
disembarking.

Please note that all of our itineraries are at the mercy of weather conditions and not all landings 
are guaranteed. Our itineraries are flexible and will change voyage to voyage, allowing the best 
chance to make the most of surprising wildlife displays and unexpected opportunities.



Two lower bunks,  one upper bunk, a desk, a small washbasin, 
ample storage, hanging space and portholes. Showers and 
toilets are very close by and are shared with other main cabins.

Two lower bunks, a desk, a small washbasin, ample storage, 
a couch, hanging space and portholes. Showers and toilets 
are very close by and are shared with other main cabins.

Two lower bunks, a desk, windows, ample storage, hanging 
space and private bathroom with shower, toilet and washbasin. 
#402 and #403 have upper and lower bunks and a couch.

Double bed in a seperate room, fold out couch that 
can be used as a single bed, TV, DVD player, windows, 
desk, table area, ample storage, hanging space, fridge 
and private bathroom with shower, toilet and washbasin.

Double bed in a seperate room plus fold out couch that can 
be used as a single bed, forward and port windows, lounge 
and table area, ample storage, fridge TV and DVD player 
and private bathroom with shower, toilet and washbasin.

POLAR PIONEER DECK PLAN

DECK   CABIN           PRICE P/ PERSON
Main   Triple, shared facilities           USD $  8,310
Main   Twin, shared facilities           USD $  9,825
Upper/Captain’s Twin, private facilities           USD $11,025
Captain’s  Mini Suite, private facilities          USD $12,325
Captain’s  Suite, private facilities           USD $13,650

Prices quoted are per person in US$, based on twin-share. If you wish to have your 
own private cabin there is a single occupancy of 1.7 times the twin share price. No 
single travel fees apply if you are willing to share your cabin (triple & twin cabins only). 

Fuel surcharge may apply in the event of significant fuel price increases.Please 
note that places are filled on a first come, first served basis and once they are 
spoken for thats it.

Please contact Joshua Holko at info@jholko.com for more information or to 
request a reservation and booking form. 

mailto:info@jholko.com


PAYMENT TERMS
A $1,250 USD deposit must be paid at time of 
registration to secure your place, with the balance due 
90 days before the scheduled date of departure. All 
payments are made directly to the expedition charter 
company.

EXPEDITION INCLUSIONS
• Accomodation on board Polar Pioneer and use of all public areas for the duration of 
the expedition
• All meals on board
• All Photography Guide Services
• All sightseeing, shore excursions and zodiac rides as required for the cruise itinerary
• All Port landing service charges
• Lectures, DVD’s Slide shows and films on board ship
• Service of the vessel’s Expedition Staff
•Basic attention and treatment by the ship’s Medical Doctor
• Pre-Departure Information and Briefing
• Flight from Punta Arenas to Puerto Williams

EXPEDITION EXCLUSIONS
• Air or land transportation to or from the ship 
   Flight from Punta Arenas to Puerto Williams is included in the cost
• Excess baggage on any flights
• Vaccination costs / passport / visa fees (if required) 
• Airport departure or arrival tax or any government taxes or levies
• Items of a personal nature, laundry, bar charges, phone calls, etc.
• Any travel or personal insurances or emergency evacuation charges
• Any hotels, meals, transfers or other services before or after the  
expedition
• Any medication or treatments by the ship’s medical staff other than 
basic day-to-day necessities
• Please note that travel insurance is mandatory and is not included in 
the expedition cost.

Please contact Joshua Holko at info@jholko.com for 
more information or to request a reservation and 
booking form.

FITNESS REQUIREMENTS
This expedition is suitable for a wide range of ages 
and physical abilities. Passengers on a voyage to 
Antarctica should be capable of walking up and 
down the ships gangway, getting in and out of 
zodiacs with staff assistance, walking on slippery 
rocks and snow.
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Photography Leader - Joshua Holko M. Photog. AIPP

Born in Melbourne, Australia, Joshua is a full-time professional 
landscape, nature and wilderness photographer. A passionate 
photographer, teacher and adventurer Joshua leads workshops 
and expeditions for other photographers and travellers to some of 
the world’s wildest and remotest regions. Specialising in the Polar 
and sub-Polar regions of the globe, Joshua’s own photography 
celebrates the extreme latitudes of the Polar environment. 

Joshua studied with distinction at the Australian Photography 
Studies College and the Australian College of Journalism. He 
is a fully accredited member of the (AIPP) Australian Institute 
of Professional Photographers and an awarded Master 
Photographer. In 2011 Joshua was selected to appear in the AIPP 
‘Look for the Logo’ television campaign highlighting some of 
Australia’s best photographers. In 2011, he was also appointed as 
Australia’s first and only Moab Master Photographer and Printer 
by Moab and Legion Paper in the USA. In early 2012, Joshua was 
designated as Australia’s first and only 66° North Expert by the 
renowned Icelandic clothing company. He was also honored to 
be appointed as a member of the esteemed Coloratti by X-Rite 
and was subsequently interviewed for  Nik Radio in late 2012. 

Early in 2013 Joshua was honoured as the  2012 Outdoor 
Photographer of the Year  in the ‘Spirit of Adventure’ category. 
In 2013 and again in 2014 he was elected to the Victorian 
Council of the Australian Institute of Professional Photographers. 
In 2014 he also won the coveted Australian  AIPP Canon 
Professional Science, Environment and Nature Photographer 
of the Year award  and Victorian Epson Professional 
Photographer of the Year  grand prize along with overall  State 
category wins in Science, Environment and Nature, Creative 
Photographer of the Year and Highest Scoring Print of theYear.

You are welcome to join Joshua  on a photographic trip of a 
lifetime to one of the most magical destinations on this planet.

www.jholko.com
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